Ancient Mesopotamia (pages 16 – 23)


1. ______________________ are complex societies that have cities, organized government, art, class divisions, religion, and writing system.

2. Early civilizations started in river valleys because of the fertile soil that was good for growing crops for large amounts of people. Name 2 things the area and rivers also provided for help in sustaining civilizations.

3. Why did early civilizations form government?

4. Mesopotamia was known as the “land between the rivers,” a name that was given by the Greeks. What 2 rivers are they talking about?

5. What present day country would you find ancient Mesopotamia located in?

6. Irrigation. What is it? Why is it important?

7. Was Sumer classified as a city – state, region, or village?

8. Explain/define city – state. Did all city – states get along?
9. What did most people living in the Sumer region do?

10. What did Sumerians use for their main building material? Why?

11. When it came to religion, did the Sumerians believe in 1 god, many gods, or no gods?

12. What is a ziggurat?

13. ______________ and _______________ controlled much the land before kings rose to power and ran the government.

14. In the region known as Sumer, there was a class system in place. How many classes were there, what were they, and who belonged to each class?
15. What were the roles of men at this time? What were they allowed to do?

16. What were the roles of women at this time? What were they allowed to/could they do?

17. _______________ or record keepers that held honored positions in society and eventually went on to become judges or political leaders. Could women hold this position/skill/job?

18. The oldest known story comes from this area. What is it called and what is it about?

19. List and explain the importance of 3 important inventions from this area.

20. List and explain the importance of 2 – 3 major math ideas they came up with.

21. Who was Sargon? Why is he important?

22. Who was Hammurabi? Why was he important?
